SEND Information, Advice
and Support Service
(SENDIASS) NEWSLETTER
SEND IASS ARE
OFFERING SEN
INFORMATION SESSIONS
FOR PARENTS AND
CARERS
SEND IASS are offering Special Educational Needs information
sessions for Parents and Carers through schools. The sessions
are designed to provide information within the SEN framework
to help parents/carers to navigate and further understand the
SEND process.
Some of the subjects covered in the past have been ‘Does my
child have SEN’, and ‘the EHCP process’.
Contact your school SENCO to find out if we are delivering
workshops at your school in the Autumn term.
New member of the SEND IASS team
from September 12th ……….
Introducing Eleanor Isham—Young People’s Information Advice
and Support Development Officer
Ellie’s role will be to develop our service to children and young
people (aged 14-25) with special educational needs and
disabilities. She will be going out to meet post -16 providers and
young people in the coming weeks. If you would like to know
more please contact Ellie on (01983) 825548 or email:
sendiass@iow.gov.uk
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New Autismlinks
website launched
Autismlinks has been developing their website to
provide information and support for you.
Their new website includes information about support
groups in your area and also provides information on
events and training opportunities regionally and
nationally.
www.autismlinks.co.uk
Friday 30 September 2016 @ 7:30pm
Quay Arts Centre, Newport, Isle of Wight
All proceeds from ticket donations and raffle
to go to the Isle of Wight Branch of the
National Autistic Society
Suggested donation price £12 each –
Available from Skintrade, St Thomas’ Square
in Newport

South Wight 0-19 Family Centre
NEW What’s on Guide 2016

More activities available ………...
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For further information about these groups and even more contact Barnardos;
www.barnardos.org.uk
Facebook: South Wight Family Centre
Email: southwight@barnardos.org.uk
Sandown Family Centre: 01983 408718 / Shanklin Family Centre: 01983 867310 /
Ventnor Family Centre: 01983 857372 / Sandown Library: 01983 402748
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PERSONAL BUDGETS- the facts
You are entitled to request a Personal Budget if your child has an EHC
plan or has been assessed as needing a plan. A Personal Budget is an amount of
money the local authority has identified to meet some of the needs in your child’s EHC
plan, if you want to be involved in choosing and arranging a part of the provision to
meet your child’s needs. You (or your representative) will need to agree this with the
local authority. A Personal Budget can only be used for agreed provision in the EHC
plan.
There are four ways you can use a Personal Budget:
• Direct payments – where you receive money to buy and manage services yourself
• An arrangement where the local authority or education provider holds the money
and commissions the services included in the EHC plan as directed by you (these are
sometimes called notional arrangements)
• Third-party arrangements – where you can choose someone else to manage the
money on your behalf:


A combination of the three ways above

The local authority must secure a school’s agreement where any provision, bought by a
parent using a direct payment, will be provided on the school’s premises.
The Local authority includes information about Personal Budgets in its Local Offer including information on
how to make a request. www.iwight.com/Residents/Care-and-Support/Local-Offer/What-is-Local-Offer1

Top Home to School Transport Myths
This information is designed to dispel some of the myths associated with home to school transport for
children and young people of school age. Below are some of the myths regarding Home to School transport.
1.

Myth: ‘We don’t provide transport for children with your child’s disability/need/condition’ - decisions must be
made on an individual basis. There is no blanket policy to refuse transport for any group of children.

2.

Myth: ‘We don’t provide transport for anyone who lives within statutory walking distance to the school’ children with SEN, disabilities or mobility problems who cannot reasonably be expected to walk to school are
eligible for free home to school transport arrangements however near the school.

3.

Myth: - We don’t provide transport for anyone receiving the higher rate mobility component of DLA’ - If your
child receives this benefit it is unlawful for this to be taken into consideration when making the decision about
eligibility for school transport.

4.

Myth: ’Your child can’t have transport as she/he doesn't have a statement/EHCP’ - some children can be
eligible for free home to school transport whether or not they have a statement.

This information is from the SEN Information Organisations Group of organisations that provide information to parents and carers of
children and young people with SEN.
If you have any queries on school transport contact: School Admissions and Transport (01983) 823455

JARGON BUSTER
You will often come across abbreviations and words that are hard to understand, listed
below are just a few explanations of terms you may come across.
Independent
Supporter

A person recruited by a voluntary or community sector organisation or SEND
IASS to help families going through an EHC needs assessment and the
process of developing an EHC plan. This person is independent of the local
authority and will received training, including legal training, to enable him/
her to provide this support.

Keyworker

Someone who provides children, young people and parents with a single
point of contact to help make sure the support they receive is co-ordinated.
A keyworker could be provided directly by a local authority or local health
organisation, a school or college, or from a voluntary or private sector body.

Parent Carer Forum

A Parent Carer form is a representative local group of parents and carers of
disabled children who work with local authorities, education, health and
other providers to make sure the services they plan and deliver meet the
needs of disabled children and families. Your local contact is Parents Voice
IOW www.parentsvoice-iw.co.uk

Mediation advice

The purpose of mediation advice is to give information about what
mediation involves. Parents or young people who wish to register an appeal
with the First Tier Tribunal (SEN and Disability) must first seek mediation advice.
After mediation advice has been given the parent or young person can
choose whether they wish to go to mediation.
However, it is not necessary to seek mediation advice if the appeal is only
about the name of the school, or college named on the plan, the type of
provision specified in the plan or the fact that no school or other institution is
named. You can find more information on mediation advice in the SEND
Code of Practice 11.21 to 11.25. Global Mediation undertake this for the
local authority, their contact details are; telephone 0800 064 4488, email:
sen@globalmediation.co.uk or post: Global Mediation Ltd (SEN), Elwood
House, 42 Lytton Road, Barnet EN5 5BY

The SEND IASS Service offers impartial information, support and advice to parents and carers of children who have special
educational needs and disabilities on the Isle of Wight. This newsletter is produced termly by SEND IASS and distributed to parents,
schools, voluntary groups and professionals—please share with parents and colleagues.
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Isle of Wight SEND IASS Service.

How to contact us: SEND Information, Advice and Support Service, 11 Orchard Street,
Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1JZ
Telephone: (01983) 825548 / email: sendiass@iow.gov.uk / website: iowsendiass.co.uk

